www.ventana.sierraclub.org

Volume 44, Number 2, 2005

OF THE

V E N TA N A C H A P T E R

OF THE

SIERRA CLUB
AP
R,
OU MA
TIN Y, J
GS UN

Richard Stover

MAGAZINE

Sensational spring
p. 4

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet

W

hile it is the intent of The Ventana to
print articles that reflect the position
of the Ventana Chapter, ideas
expressed in The Ventana are those of the
authors, and do not necessarily reflect the
position of the Sierra Club. Articles, graphics
and photographs are copyrighted by the
authors and artists and may be reprinted only
with their permission.
DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSIONS
All materials for publication must be received by
the deadlines listed in The Ventana publication
schedule (see below). No exceptions.
SUBMISSIONS FORMAT
Please limit articles to 800 words; letters to
300. All submissions may be edited for clarity
and length. Submissions are preferred via email or on a high density 3-1/2 inch diskette.
Save files as “text” or “ascii.” Mail hard copy to
editor, address below.
WHERE TO SEND SUBMISSIONS
Send submissions to: Debbie Bulger, Editor
1603 King Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
e-mail: dfbulger@cruzio.com
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Do not call editor! Send address changes to
Sierra Club, The Ventana, P. O. Box 52968,
Boulder, CO 80322-2968.
POSTAL NOTICE
The Ventana (015057) is published 6 times a
year, (Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec.) paid by
subscription included in membership fee, by
The Ventana Chapter of the Sierra Club, 1001
Center St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060. Periodical
postage paid Santa Cruz, California, and at
additional mailing offices.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Sierra
Club, The Ventana, P. O. Box 604, Santa Cruz,
CA 95061-0604.
Editor:
Debbie Bulger • 457-1036
e-mail: dfbulger@cruzio.com
(no change of address calls, please!)
Production:
Debbie Bulger
Writers:
Rita Dalessio, Debbie Bulger,
staff
Photographers:
Richard Stover, Debbie Bulger,
Linda Brodman, Ken Adelman,
Wally Juchert, David Rigler,
Cath Farrant, Laurie Rivoir
Proofreaders:
Richard Stover, Jeff Alford
Jim Danaher
Distribution:
Lew Weinstein, Debbie Bulger,
Sheila Dunniway, Wendy Peddicord,
Meryl Everett
Advertising Sales:
Debbie Bulger
Late Night Food Delivery & Software:
Richard Stover
Chapter website:
http://ventana.sierraclub.org
Please send all Letters-to-the-Editor to:
Editor, c/o Sierra Club • 1603 King St.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Send e-mail to: dfbulger@cruzio.com

2005
VENTANA PUBLICATION SCHEDULE:
Issue
#3
#4
#5
#6

Deadline
May 16
Jul. 25
Sep. 26
Nov. 28

Mailing Date
Jun. 1
Aug. 10
Oct. 12
Dec. 14

Articles received after deadline may
not be published.

2

CHAPTER CHAIR
A featured the slogan from their celebriand maintained. The restoration projty owner that Measure A would, “Save
ects,
however,
were
never
completed.
he Pebble Beach Company is prothe Forest.” The public was misled.
The
public
was
led
to
believe
they
were
posing the decimation one of the
Chopping down 17,000 Monterey pines
“too
difficult”
to
do.
few remaining stands of native
and oaks is not what the public thought
This
new
plan
is
also
touted
to
proMonterey pine habitat in the world. The
it was approving when it voted to help
vide
“mitigation”
for
the
damage
to
the
Plan, approved last month by the devel“Save the Forest.”
resources.
But
the
program
to
translooper-driven Monterey County Board of
Should we sit back and watch the
cate
the
federally-listed
Yadon’s
pipera,
Supervisors, calls for cutting down over
death
of our rare and beautiful forests
for
instance,
has
been
described
as
17,000 rare Monterey pines and protectand
believe
the empty promises of a
experimental
and
unrealistic
by
bioloed oaks to build yet another golf course,
company
whose
only concern is lining
gists
with
hotel rooms, luxthe
pockets
of
their
wealthy investors?
C
a
l
i
f
o
r
n
i
a
ury homes and a
No!
Fish
and
The public was misled. Chopping
driving range.
G a m e ,
The
Del down 17,000 Monterey pines and
How to help
California
Monte Forest is
Please help the Chapter protect these
rich habitat for oaks is not what the public thought Native Plant
trees and the fragile plants and animals
Society and
nineteen species it was approving when it voted to
that depend on them to sustain life. We
the Coastal
of rare and help “Save the Forest.
have filed an Appeal to the California
Commission.
endangered
Coastal Commission and will take
The
most
plants and the
whichever measures are necessary to
likely scefederally-listed California red-legged
protect the forest. Please send a check
nario is that this “mitigation” will fail
frog. The project area includes rare marfor any amount made out the Sierra
like the previous ones, and we will lose
itime chaparral, coastal dunes, and wetClub, Ventana Chapter to help the
this rare orchid forever.
lands. (In the last hundred years,
Chapter prevent the loss of this forest.
The Pebble Beach Company claims
California has lost over 95% of its wetMail to Treasurer, Joel Weinstein, 140
that this proposed destruction of the
lands). Legally, under the Coastal Act,
Carmel Riviera Drive, Carmel, CA
Monterey Pine Forest was approved by
this area is Environmentally Sensitive
93923.
the voters through ballot Measure A.
Habitat Area (ESHA). A project of this
—Rita Dalessio
Recall, however, that the nearly million
massive size and scope should never have
dollar campaign in support of Measure
been approved.
The Chapter has been following
expansion plans of the Pebble Beach
Company for over 30 years. Their last
project at Spanish Bay included promises
FROM THE EDITOR
to permanently to set aside, restore and
Once, an American kestrel surprised
reforest large tracts of land (the Sawmill
Nature all around us
me by swooping down to snatch a snail
Gulch area and the haul road) and to
ne of the amazing things about
next to the curb. Even more amazing, a
restore the dune habitat as “mitigation.”
living on the Central Coast is the
peregrine falcon seized a hapless mournToday, 20 years later, the lavish hotel,
glory of nature all around us. At
ing dove in my tiny front yard just 15
shops, club buildings, multi-million dolnight I can hear the sea lions barking
feet away from my vantage point.
lar residences and sport facilities are
even though I live a mile and a half from
Amazing because I live on a moderately
bustling, and the golf course is managed
the beach. When I walk down to the
busy street in Santa Cruz, not out in the
ocean, I am rewarded with the crashing
country.
sound of the waves and the cries of the
Unbidden, California poppies invade
gulls.
my
yard and garner unearned praise for
Outside my window birds flock to
my
gardening skill from the neighbors.
the feeders. Lately there have been
Please fill out and mail the change
If
I
move
a rock in the garden, I might
goldfinches and pine siskins visiting. The
of address form on page 15
find
a
slender
salamander.
mourning doves hang out year round
The post office charges us 70 cents each if
These
glories
of nature are there for
and provide me with hours of amusethey handle the address change. Please
the
looking,
the
listening,
the smelling—
ment watching them try to figure out
help the Club by using the coupon on
the
sensing.
We
need
merely
notice and
how to land on the narrow shelf of the
page 15.
enjoy
what
is
often
right
in
front
of our
feeder obviously designed for smaller,
Thank you
noses.
It
costs
nothing
but
time
and
more agile avian frames.
attention.
But nature’s presence is not guaranteed.
From the apartment where I used to
live in Live Oak I could hear the songs of
the hundreds of Pacific tree frogs just on
the other side of the fence. Today, those
222 River Street, Santa Cruz
songs are stilled; the wetlands dried out.
831-423-9078 • Tues - Sat 10 - 5 PM
The land sports houses now.
If we want to preserve the beauty all
Osprey packs • DownWorks custom down bags
Western Mountaineering down bags
around us, we will have to lend a hand
Mountain Hardwear bags and tents
and work for that preservation.
Walrus and Moss tents
Each morning when I hear the birds
Vasque, Montrail, Garmont boots • Old Town and Navarro canoes
greeting the dawn, I know it’s worth it.
Gillespie outrigger canoe paddles • Expert sewing repair and down additions
—Debbie Bulger
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L ETTERS
The Ventana welcomes letters. Send to:
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Ventana, 1603 King Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
or email to dfbulger@cruzio.com

Please include a phone number with
your letter. Anonymous letters are
not accepted. Letters may be edited
for length.

Convert airport to organic ag center

Recently I addressed the Watsonville City
Council, proposing closing down the airport, advocating less rather than more concrete, members of the audience AND the
council snickered.
How about reversing the trend for more
neighborhoods, more shopping opportunities, more pavement over our sacred, fertile
land? Airports, such as Watsonville’s and
golf courses have something in common;
they use huge tracts of land and are used by
a tiny fraction of the usually monied few.
Who is going to speak out for earthworms,
fungus, birds, and oxygen-giving plants?
I proposed an Organic Agriculture
Research Center, complete with ponds to
attract amphibians, insects, waterfowl, a
community garden where seniors and children could work side by side, citrus, apple,
pear, persimmon, walnut trees, flower and
veggie plots. Bringing in tourist dollars, the
center would be a model, an educational gem
similar to the Monterey Bay Aquarium. As I
proposed a modest affordable housing neighborhood, close to the Freedom library and
shopping, that would be California’s First
Vehicle-Free Community, some listeners
looked aghast.
Isn’t it time we breathe less aircraft and
vehicle toxic emissions, hear less motor
noise, surround ourselves with floral beauty
and pesticide-free flowers, fruits and veggies?
Isn’t it time to build bike and pedestrian
pathways rather than more airport runways?
—Gary Harrold
Aptos

Editor’s Note:

At the present time, the Sierra Club does not
have a position regarding the Watsonville airport. However, we would like to point out that
the Watsonville airport is home to an extensive
population of federally endangered Santa Cruz
tarplant. The existence of this endemic plant has
stopped airport expansion in the past. While the
vision of a model organic agricultural research
center is indeed attractive, it is not clear if such
a facility could be built at the airport site without harming this endangered species.

Sneak widening

In November, 2004, 56% of Santa Cruz
County voters voted AGAINST Measure J,
the transportation sales tax ballot measure
that featured widening Highway 1 from
Santa Cruz to Aptos. The Sierra Club participated in the campaign against the measure
because widening Highway 1 would increase
air pollution, encourage suburban sprawl,
and have little to no effect on automobile
congestion. The measure was soundly rejected; it needed a 2/3 vote to pass.
Despite the defeat of highway widening in
the election, the Santa Cruz County
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Regional Transportation Commission
(RTC) continues to push to widen the highway. In fact, widening Highway 1 continues
to be their top priority. The latest plan is to
add a lane in each direction between Soquel
and Morrissey Avenues in Santa Cruz at a
cost of over $10 million.
The Commission has asked U.S.
Congressmember Sam Farr to submit a federal earmark request to construct this project. Representative Farr has agreed on the
condition that the RTC demonstrates public
support for the project.
Please contact Sam Farr’s Office and tell
him that you do not support the Highway 1
Soquel/ Morrissey Merge Lanes Project.
—Micah Posner
Santa Cruz

Why allow cars and ban bikes?

Your article “Court limits mountain biking in Nisene Marks because of deed restrictions” disingenuously ignores some reasons
why critics of the decision are upset. The
court ruling goes beyond merely continuing
the current State Parks policy of banning
bikes from hiking trails above the Steel
Bridge. The ruling bans bicycles from about
11 miles of the Aptos Creek fire road on
which cycling has been allowed for the last
30 years. The court ruling makes it illegal for
bikes to reach the only bicycle parking in the
park (at the trail heads of West Ridge trail,
Porter trail, Loma Prieta trail and Aptos
Creek trail). The court order will ban bicycles from a mile of public road where cars are
allowed to drive during the dry season. (In
fact the new general plan calls for an expansion of car parking at the Porter Family picnic area). How is it that driving a car to the
Porter Family picnic area and parking it is
consistent with the deed restrictions of
“camping, nature study, hiking and associated activities,” yet riding a bicycle on the
same road and to the same parking lot is not
consistent with the deed restrictions?
—Mark Nockleby
Santa Cruz

Rethink bike ban

As a Club member, I am disappointed
that our Chapter has worked actively to pro-

hibit mountain biking throughout the vast
acreage of Nicene Marks. The park is certainly large—larger, I submit, than restricting
its upper reaches to hikers warrants. Please
rethink the policy to support more extensive
biking legally. Perhaps in doing so, we can
encourage lawful use as to the Park as a
whole.
—Royce Fincher
Santa Cruz

Allow bikes on fire road

I have been a member of the Sierra Club
for many years. I am an avid supporter of
keeping all wilderness and outdoor areas protected for us and for future generations. I am
57 years old, and am a competitive triathlete,
runner and mountain biker.
I bought my house here in Nisene Marks
for the purposes of running, hiking and
mountain biking in a gorgeous, unspoiled
place without ever having to get in my car. I
am respectful of other runners and hikers
when I am on my mountain bike, as are all
my friends who ride with me. We confine
our riding to the fire road, so as to not disturb the trails, which are reserved for hikers/runners. Our mountain biking does not
impact the forest, as there is no exhaust, and
our tires do not cause erosion on the road.
We carry any trash home in our pockets.
This is an extremely healthy, environmentally-friendly activity, enjoyed by many
people of all ages. Lots of families enjoy the
forest, and it is certainly a better way to be
together than sitting at home watching TV!
It is inconceivable to me that this is to be
outlawed! It is really important to us who
live and train here year round to have the
fire road available to us. PLEASE reconsider
your decision.
—Katherine Frank
Aptos

Editor’s note

The decision to ban mountain bikes from
Nisene Marks above the steel bridge was made
by the court and not the Sierra Club. That decision was based on the court’s interpretation of
the Marks deeds which gave the property to the
State.
The lawsuit was filed in September 2003 by
the Citizens for the Preservation of The Forest
of Nisene Marks State Park because they
believed that State Parks’ approval of a new
General Plan failed to comply with the deed
restrictions imposed by the Marks family which
dedicated the property as a Natural Preserve.
The General Plan for Nisene Marks included
mountain bikes on single-track trails that had
been previously off limits to bikes despite the
fact that written comments regarding the preliminary plan were more than 2-1 against
expanding the use of mountain bikes in the
park.
Sierra Club contributed to the lawsuit but
also supports responsible off-road bicycling and
has developed guidelines to identify places and
situations where bicycles are appropriate.
To determine what is appropriate, the Club
believes the land management agency must
complete a competent analysis that considers
soil erosion, disturbance of plants and animals,
and displacement of other trail users. To
review this policy visit www.sierra
club.org/policy/conservation/mtnbike.asp.

Correction

In the last issue of The Ventana, our
typesetting program inserted a
hyphen in the Restore Hetch
Hetchy website. The correct url is
www.hetchhetchy.org.

Contact Your Representatives

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500
Comment line: (202) 456-1111
FAX: (202) 456-2461
president@whitehouse.gov

Vice President Dick Cheney
(202) 456-1414
vice.president@whitehouse.gov
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-2841
FAX: (916) 445-4633
www.governor.ca.gov
Senator Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-3841; (415) 393-0707
1 Post Street, Suite 2450
San Francisco, CA 94104
senator@feinstein.senate.gov
Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510
(202) 224-3553
(415) 403-0100 (Voice)
1700 Montgomery Street
San Francisco, CA 94111
senator@boxer.senate.gov
U. S. Representative Sam Farr
100 W. Alisal Street
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 429-1976 (Santa Cruz)

(831) 424-2229 (Salinas)
(202) 225-6791 (FAX, Washington, D.C.)
samfarr@mail.house.gov
U.S. Representative Anna Eshoo
698 Emerson Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(408) 245-2339
FAX (650) 323-3498
annagram@mail.house.gov
State Senator Abel Maldonado
100 Paseo De San Antonio, Suite 206
San Jose, CA 95113
(408) 277-9461
senator.maldonado@sen.ca.gov
State Senator Joe Simitian
State Capitol, Room 4062
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-6747 FAX (916) 323-4529
Senator.Simitian@sen.ca.gov
State Senator Jeff Denham
369 Main Street, #208
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 769-8040
senator.Denham@sen.ca.gov
Assembly Representative Simon Salinas
100 W. Alisal Street, Rm. 134
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 759-8676 FAX (831) 759-2961
assemblymember.Salinas@assembly.ca.gov
Assembly Representative John Laird
701 Ocean Street, Room 318-B
Santa Cruz, CA 95060; (831) 425-1503
99 Pacific Street, Suite 555D
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 649-2832 FAX (831) 649-2935
assemblymember.Laird@assembly.ca.gov
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Sam Farr gets
Congress to
recycle

Petitions block Santa Cruz hotel
project and parking complex

R

T

Developer withdraws proposal

Representative Sam Farr enjoys a tour of
the Grey Bear recycling facility with Lance
King of Community Solutions and Mission
Hill students.

paper collected for “recycling” to earning money for House operations. In FY
2004 the House recycled 1,744 tons of
waste and saved valuable landfill space.
In addition, the House now has policies requiring products to contain recycled materials.
Students from Mission Hill Middle
School in Santa Cruz toured the Grey
Bears recycling facility and met with
Representative Farr at the event.

I

t was so spectacular,
we ran out of film.
This year has been
exceptional for wildflowers. In mid-March
your editor visited the
Carrizo Plains and
almost collapsed from sensory overload. These black
and white photos are only a preview: To see the flowers in their full glorious
color, go immediately to the Ventana Chapter
website, www.ventana.sierraclub.org to
have your socks knocked off by the wildflower
display photos.
Mother Nature sure knows how to paint!
—Debbie Bulger
Flower photos by Richard Stover

he voters of Santa Cruz demonwith its 690-space parking garage would
strated the depth of their opposihave been automobile-centric and would
tion to a massive hotel project
have created major traffic problems
proposed for West Cliff Drive first by
impacting access to the unique coastal
signing referendum petitions against the
resources surrounding the project site,
project and second by responding negaincluding Lighthouse Field and West
tively to the project in a telephone surCliff Drive. Only a week before the City
vey commissioned by the developer. As
Council approved the project, the City
a result, the developer has withdrawn
Transportation Commission recomthe project.
mended that approval be delayed until
The Sierra Club joined with other
the traffic problems could be properly
community groups to oppose the project
addressed.
which would have replaced the former
Santa Cruz Group Executive
Dream Inn on West
Committee memCliff Drive with a
bers and others who
structure
nearly
opposed the project
twice as large. In
noted that more
addition the project
extensive and more
included a 690participatory planspace,
six-floor
ning is needed to
parking garage and
identify appropriconference center
ate locations for a
across the street.
major visitor-servThe City planned to
ing facility in Santa
invest $30 million
Cruz that would
($66 million with
not create environdebt service) in the
mental damage.
project via its Santa Cruz Group Sierra Club Board
In addition to
Patricia Matejcek speaks at the
R e d e v e l o p m e n t Member
many
environmental
news conference launching the petition
Agency.
problems, the prodrive.
The Club opposed
posed complex would
the project because it would have exceedhave exposed the City to major financial
ed the height, mass, land use and setback
risk if the project did not generate as
limitations of the present General Plan,
much tax revenue as promised.
Local Coastal Plan, and zoning for the
The developer’s decision to withdraw
site. Ordinances passed by the City in a
the project as we go to press eliminates
4-3 vote in January included spot zoning
the need for the City Council to schedto benefit this project exclusively. The
ule an election on the issue. Presumably,
staff of the California Coastal
the Council will now rescind the ordiCommission also expressed concern
nances it adopted in order to approve the
about the project to Council.
project. The hotel owners have indicated
Were the project built, views to and
their intent to remodel the existing hotel
from the Wharf, Cowell and Main
after the summer season.
Beaches, and West Cliff Drive would be
Special thanks go to the many Sierra
severely impacted. Coastal development
Club volunteers who gathered signapolicy requires that developments along
tures, spoke out about the project at
the ocean and scenic coastal areas blend
public meetings, and otherwise worked
into, rather than dominate, their surwith other groups to oppose this massive
roundings.
project.
In addition, the proposed complex,
Debbie Bulger

Laurie Rivoir

epresentative Sam Farr received a
Leadership Award from three
national environmental groups
for his successful efforts to make
Congressional recycling both efficient
and profitable. The award was presented
by Lance King of Community Solutions
on March 31 at the California Grey
Bears recycling facility in Santa Cruz.
Friends of the Earth and Earthjustice
Legal Defense Fund of Washington DC
were co-presenters of the award.
Farr’s efforts began in 1999 when he
proposed an amendment approved by
the House Appropriations Committee
to make recycling mandatory. That
amendment was struck down during
debate, but Farr persisted with a campaign called “if Congress won’t recycle,
recycle Congress.”
Eventually a bipartisan group of
Democrats and Republicans co-sponsored Farr’s resolution.
The internal House recycling program went from costing taxpayers over a
million dollars while wasting most of the

WITTWER & PARKIN, LLP
Practicing in the areas of Environmental and Land Use Law

147 S. River St., Ste. 221
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
Phone (831) 429-4055
Fax (831) 429-4057
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Ken Adelman

Pebble Beach Company to cut down
over 17,000 native trees

The native Monterey pine forest at Pebble Beach would be devastated with removal of over 17,000 pines and native oaks. Additionally, the
project would include development within 100 feet of environmentally sensitive habitat wetlands and remnant coastal dune structures.
Remnant dune structures can be seen at the top of this photo.

T

he Monterey County Board of
Supervisors voted 5-0 to approve
extensive development in Del
Monte Forest by the Pebble Beach
Company. This approval came despite
written warnings from the Coastal
Commission staff and Chair of the
Coastal Commission, Meg Caldwell, a
law professor at Stanford University.
In her letter to the Board of
Supervisors in December, Caldwell had
stated that it was inappropriate for the
County to grant final approval for the
Pebble Beach Combined Development
Plan application until after the Coastal
Commission reviewed Measure A for
conformance with the Coastal Act.
Measure A, which was opposed by the
Sierra Club, passed in November 2000.
The intent of Measure A was for the
Pebble Beach Company to try to get
around some of the environmental
restrictions built into the 1984 Local
Coastal Program.
To build this enormous project,
Pebble Beach would cut down over
17,000 rare native Monterey pine trees
and protected oak trees. The proposed
18-hole golf course and driving range at
Spanish Bay would adversely impact
some of the last remaining coastal dunes
and wetlands in California. These areas
provide habitat for nineteen species of

Please Recycle This Paper Again

plants considered to be rare or endangered under CEQA (California
Environmental Quality Act), seven of
which are state or federally-listed including Yadon’s piperia which is only found
here. Also severely threatened by this
project is the federally-listed California
red-legged frog.
The plan also includes 33 luxury
homes, 160 new hotel rooms, expansion
of the Inn at Spanish Bay, 60 new
employee housing units and the relocation of the current equestrian center to
the Sawmill Gulch site. This last component of the plan would extinguish two
scenic easements that were required as
mitigation for the earlier Spanish Bay
permit that squeaked by at the Coastal

Commission in 1984. At that time, the
new golf course was touted to be the
“last golf course in Pebble Beach.”
At the March 15 public hearing, environmental groups including the Ventana
Chapter, California Native Plant Society
(CNPS), Ocean Conservancy and others

spoke passionately against the project
citing the decimation of the forest, plants
and wildlife. Corky Matthews of CNPS
stressed that the proposal to transplant
trees as mitigation is not realistic.
Proponents for the project included a
few residents of Pebble Beach who liked
this plan better than the previous one
which proposed building hundreds of
luxury homes.
This earlier project which was heatedly opposed by residents and environmentalists, may have been created to
make the present proposal seem more
reasonable. Coastal Commission staff
stated in their March 14 letter to the
Board of Supervisors that it was misleading for the public to have been told that
up to 900 homes could have been built in
the proposed project area, since only
about 41 developable lots have been certified by the County.
Under the Coastal Act, the Coastal
Commission staff contends, the Local
Coastal Plan prohibits subdivision within Environmentally Sensitive Habitat
Area (ESHA). There is substantial evidence that the undeveloped project lands
are predominately ESHA. Furthermore,
recent fieldwork by a Coastal
Commission biologist suggests there is
even more significant dune and wetlands
habitat than has been identified by the
County to date.
The Chapter and other groups have
appealed this project to the Coastal
Commission. At press time no date had
been set for the hearing.

Reprinted with permission from Metro Santa Cruz and Decinzo

Volunteers
Needed
Staff for Sierra Club
Bookstore in Carmel
A chance to enjoy working in
Carmel and helping the Club.
Volunteers work 4 hours a month.
Meet interesting people. Join the
team! Call Gil Gilbreath, 624-7501.
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Sierra Club Events
Oil on Ice
Award-winning documentary film connecting the fate of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge to decisions America
makes about energy policy and transportation choices. Presented by Sierra
Club Productions. KQED San Francisco.
For more information about Oil on Ice,
to purchase a DVD, or host a house
party visit www.oilonice.org.

Friday, April 22
Singles Potluck and Games
Friday evening potlucks are a great way
to begin the weekend, and provide an opportunity to work out
some weekend plans with others.
6:30 p.m. Bring food to share and
your own plate, cup, utensils,
and serving utensils. We love
home-cooked food, but storebought items (minimum value
$4) make great contributions too.
For directions call George,
335-7748.

and the Sierra Club. Tickets $5-10 sliding
scale.

Friday, June 10
Potluck & Slides: Mongolia
Sigrid will share her slides from her
extended stay in Mongolia. The potluck
begins at 6:30 p.m. Bring food to share
and your own plate, cup, utensils, and
serving utensils. We love home-cooked
food, but store-bought items (minimum
value $4) make great contributions too.
For directions call George, 335-7748.

Friday, May 13
Potluck & Slides: Yellowstone
Wolves
Our presentation “Yellowstone Wolves:
10th Anniversary of the Reintroduction
Retrospective” is by Kathy Lynch, YNP
Wolf Project volunteer. The potluck
begins at 6:30 p.m. Bring food to share
and your own plate, cup, utensils, and
serving utensils. We love home-cooked
food, but store-bought items (minimum
value $4) make great contributions too.
For directions call George, 335-7748.
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A polar bear protects her cub on the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. See listing for
documentary film on 4/21.

Non-Sierra Club events of interest
The following activities are not sponsored or administered by the Sierra Club. The
Club makes no representations or warranties about the safety, supervision or management of such activities. They are published only as a reader service.
Tuesday - Wednesday, May 3-4

David Brower Family Estate

Friday, April 22
Antarctica: Wildest Place
on Earth
Wildlife photographers, Kennan
and Karen Ward will show slides
of the extraordinary wildlife and
beauty of the Weddell Sea in
Antarctica. Rio Theater, Santa
Cruz, 7:00 p.m. Benefit for the
California Wild Heritage
Campaign and UCSC Recreation
Department. Sponsored by
Bugaboo, Pacific Edge Climbing
A scene from the movie “Monumental” showing David
Gym, KUSP, The Bird Feeder,
Brower as a young mountaineer. See listing for 4/25.
LOWEPRO. Tickets available at
Bugaboo, Pacific Edge, Palace 41st
Saturday May 21
Ave., and online from
www.kenanward.com. Get your tickets
Hetch Hetchy soiree
early, these events usually sell out.
Food, film, and silent auction to raise
money to restore Hetch Hetchy. Joint
meeting between Sierra Club’s Hetch
Sunday, April 24
Hetchy Restoration Task Force and the
Earth Day
Restore Hetch Hetchy Board of
Booths, food, fun. San Lorenzo Park,
Directors at a hotel near Big Oak Flat
Santa Cruz. 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
entrance to Yosemite. Screening of documentary, “Hetch Hetchy: Yosemite’s
Lost Valley.” Presentation on restoration
Monday, April 25
feasibility study by technical/engineering
Film about David Brower
team. For more information email,
The life and times of David Brower and
harold.wood@sierraclub.org.
the monumental issues that made the
Sierra Club a household phrase in the
Friday, May 27
1960s and 70s are the subject of the documentary, “Monumental,” to be shown at
Singles Potluck and Games
7:30 p.m. at the Attic, 931 Pacific Ave.,
See April 22 for description.
Santa Cruz. Benefit for EarthVision
International Environmental Film and
Video Festival. Cosponsored by
Community Television of Santa Cruz

Courtesy of “Oil on Ice”

Thursday, April 21

Threat: corporate personhood
Mary Zepernick, Coordinator of the
Program on Corporations, Law and
Democracy, and past president of
Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom will speak on the plight of
democracy under domineering corporate
presence. May 3, 7:00 p.m. Unitarian
Church at Aguajito, Carmel; May 4, 1:30
p.m. Monterey Peninsula College;
Workshop on protest, May 4, 9:30 noon, Peace and Justice Center, Pacific
Grove FREE. Call George Riley, 6459914 for more information. For background visit www.poclad.org and
www.sierraclub.org/cac.

Wednesday, May 4
Safe drinking water/ ocean
heath
Over one billion people lack access to
safe drinking water. Population growth
will outstrip fresh water supply in the
future. Vanessa Tobin, Chief of the
Water, Environment and Sanitation
Section, UNICEF and Julie Packard,
Executive Director of the Monterey Bay
Aquarium and member of the Pew
Oceans Commission will speak on safe
drinking water and ocean health. FREE.
7:00 p.m., Irvine Auditorium, Monterey
Institute of International Studies, 499
Pierce at Jefferson, Monterey. Hosted by
Monterey Institute’s International
Environmental Policy Program. For
more information call Denyse
Frischmuth, 643-0707.

Free Wormshops (dates following)
Learn how worms can eat your food
scraps and make beautiful compost for
your garden. FREE workshop for Santa
Cruz County residents. 1:00-3:00 p.m.
Optional worm bin, $15. Call to reserve
worm bin. Sponsored by Santa Cruz
County Board of Supervisors. Call Karin
Grobe, 427-3452.

Sat., April 16, Wilder Ranch, Santa Cruz.
Sat., May 28, Alladin Nursery, 2907
Freedom Blvd., Watsonville.
Sun., June 26, Grey Bears Recycling
Facility, 2710 Chanticleer, Santa Cruz.
Sun., July 31, Quail Hollow Co. Park,
800 Quail Hollow Road, Felton.

Saturdays (see dates below)
Habitat restoration —
California Native Plant Society
Volunteer to restore native habitat in
State Parks in Santa Cruz Co. Wear layered work clothing. Bring water &
gloves. Tools provided. 10:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. We work rain or shine, but, if
things get particularly unpleasant, we call
it a day. Contact Linda Brodman, 4624041, redwdrn@pacbell.net. website:
www.cruzcnps.org.
April 30, Sunset Beach State Park
May 7, Quail Hollow County Park
May 21, Henry Cowell State Park

Saturdays
Garland Ranch hikes
The Monterey Peninsula Regional Park
District docents lead hikes at Garland
Ranch Park every Saturday and invite
Sierra Club members to join them. An
updated list of all hikes may be found on
their website: www.mprpd.org.

Second and fourth Saturdays
Habitat restoration —
Watsonville
Second and fourth Saturdays each month.
Sponsored by Watsonville Wetlands
Watch. 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Meet in
Orchard Supply parking lot at Green
Valley Rd. and Main St. in Watsonville.
Gloves, tools and lunch provided. Call
Laura Kummerer, 728-4106 for more
information. No experience needed.
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R ATINGS
GENERAL INFORMATION:

All outings begin and end at the trailhead.
Carpooling to and from the trailhead is strictly a private arrangement between the driver
and his/her guests. Carpool drivers are not
agents or employees of the Sierra Club.
GLS = Gay & Lesbian Sierrans. All are
welcome on GLS outings.

EXPLANATION OF RATINGS:

The outings described vary in difficulty
from leisurely walks to strenuous hikes. The
following explanation are general guidelines.
(For more information about the difficulty of
a particular hike, call the leader):
Walk: Between 2-5 miles, leisurely pace.
Easy: No more than 5 miles; slight elevation gain; easy pace.
Moderate: 5-10 miles; up to 2,000' gain;
boots; better than average fitness required.
Strenuous: May involve off-trail hiking;
demanding pace; for experienced hikers in
good condition only.

MEETING PLACES
DIRECTIONS:

Big Sur Land Trust Parking Lot: 3785
Via Nona Marie, Carmel. From Hwy. 1 heading S in Carmel, turn left on Rio Rd., left on
Via Nona Marie, then left into the parking lot
behind Monterey County Bank.
Albertson’s/Bagel Bakery: Heading south
on Hwy. 1, pass through Monterey. One mile
past the Ocean Ave. intersection, turn left on
Carmel Valley Rd. Almost immediately, turn
right at the light toward the stores.
Albertson’s and Bagel Bakery are on the right.
Santa Cruz County Govt. Center: The
large grey building at the corner of Ocean and
Water in Santa Cruz. We meet at the corner of
the parking lot nearest to the gas station.
Felton Faire: From Santa Cruz take
Graham Hill Rd. toward Felton. Just after
you pass Roaring Camp (on the left), make a
right into Felton Faire shopping center. We
meet at the edge of the Safeway parking lot
nearest Graham Hill Rd.
41st Avenue Sears: From Hwy. 1 in
Capitola, take the 41st Avenue exit and continue toward the ocean on 41st Avenue
toward the Mall. Pass the main Mall entrance
and turn right into the next entrance heading
toward Sears. We meet behind the bank located at 41st and Capitola Road. Senior Saunter
meets in Sears parking lot close to 41st Ave.
MPC Parking Lot: Monterey Peninsula
College Parking Lot. From Hwy. 1 take the
Fisherman’s Wharf exit, go straight one block,
turn left and left again into the first parking
lot, parking lot A. This is the site of the
Thursday Farmers Market. Plenty of parking
without a fee on weekends.

Please Recycle This Paper Again
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In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that
participants make carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club does not have
insurance for carpooling arrangements and assumes no liability for them.
Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private arrangement
among the participants. Participants assume the risks associated with this travel.

APRIL
Sunday, April 17
HIKE: PREWITT LOOP

Hike this overlooked loop, 60 miles south of
Carmel. We hiked the trail last year and saw
great wildflowers. This year the flowers
should be spectacular. 13 miles, 1800' elevation gain. Meet at Albertson’s at 8:00 a.m.
Bring boots, lunch and water. Leader: Steve
Legnard, 402-1422.

Notice
Club events such as potlucks, slide
shows and other
get-togethers are on page 6 in the
Calendar listings.
Sunday, April 17
HIKE: FALL CREEK

Let’s explore this enchanted forest with redwoods, a lovely burbling stream full of cascades, a lime kiln, barrel mill, fish pond, and
dancing springs. Afternoon 7-mile walk.
Bring water and a snack. Meet at Felton Faire
at 10:00 a.m. to carpool. Leader: Sheila
Dunniway, 336-2325.

Saturday, April 23
HIKE: WILDER RANCH STATE PARK

Tuesday, April 19
SENIOR HIKE: TORO PARK

Fairly vigorous 5-mile hike with SOME
UPHILL. If you wish a shorter hike, the first
part is flat and makes a nice walk. Restrooms.
Toro Park is just off Hwy. 68 between
Monterey & Salinas. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at
Sears 41st Ave. If you go direct, meet at the
next to last parking lot about 10:40 a.m. to
start on Ollason Trail. Bring lunch, water, a
sit-upon, $4 carpool. Leader: Beverly Meschi,
475-4185.

Tuesday, April 26

Moderate 5-hour hike featuring stunning
SENIOR SAUNTER: BIG CREEK
panoramas of Monterey Bay, open meadows
HATCHERY
as well as wooded paths, and possibly a bobMonterey Bay Salmon & Trout Project. Easy
cat and Northern harriers. Wilder Ranch
2- to 3-mile, level
docent extraordinaire Liz
walk from SwanRyan will hike with us and
ton Rd. parking lot
share her knowledge of the
to fish hatchery
wildlife and history of the
where we will be
park. Bring lunch and Meet 1 hour before formal meeting given a tour. Meet
water. Serious rain cancels. time in order to save gas and protect before 9:30 a.m. at
Meet at Santa Cruz County the environment when participating Sears 41st Ave. or
Government Center at 9:00
at Shen’s Galley,
a.m., or at Wilder Ranch in out-of-county outings. Informal (no King & Mission
State Park parking lot at leader) carpool meeting spots:
Sts. at 9:50 a.m. To
9:30 a.m. $5 fee per car. Santa Cruz: County. Gov’t Bldg.
go direct, drive a
Leader: Gabrielle Stocker, Monterey: K-Mart Seaside
few miles past
426-0865.
Davenport
to
Swanton Rd. Turn
Saturday - Sunday, April 23 - 24
right on Swanton and drive exactly 3.0 miles.
School bus shelter on left. Park on right thru
BACKPACK: PICO BLANCO
a gate. Bring lunch, water, $3 carpool. Leader:
Strenuous 12-mile with 1500' elevation gain.
Maureen Maynard, 336-5293.
From the Old Coast Road we’ll hike up the
Little Sur River to Pico Blanco and spend the

carpool news

“Peace begins
Well Within”

Sunday, April 17
HIKE: GARLAND PARK

4 1/2 miles with 800' elevation gain up to the
Mesa via Buckeye, Cliff and Waterfall trails.
Return by Mesa and Lupine Loop trails. Look
for wildflowers. Bring water and a snack.
Meet at Albertson’s to carpool at 9:00 a.m. or
at Garland Park at 9:20 a.m. at the car bridge.
Leader: Martha Saylor, 372-9215.

night at the Boy Scout Campground where
we’ll be enchanted by the pool with its mesmerizing waterfall. Bring water, food, layered
clothing, comfortable footwear, and $ for carpool. Space limited, call leader for meeting
place, time. Leader: Esperanza Hernandez,
678-1968.

P R I V A T E SP A S & S A U N A S O V E R L O O K I N G
A JAPANESE GARDEN

u

Massage Therapy

u

Skin & Body Care

u

All Natural Skin Care
Products

Saturday, April 23
HIKE: PALO CORONA PEAK

We’ll begin by going up Soberanes Creek,
then climb up to Palo Corona. Return via
Rocky Ridge Trail. 10-12 miles and 3000' elevation gain make this a strenuous hike. Bring
lunch, water, and dress for possibly windy
conditions. Call for reservation; space is limited. Leader: Larry Parrish, 622-7455.

4 1 7 C e d a r S t . , S a n ta C r u z 8 3 1 - 4 5 8 - W E L L .
Visit our web site at www.wellwithinspa.com
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Wednesday, April 27
HIKE: FALL CREEK

Enjoy a tour through Fall Creek hiking past
the lime kilns up the Lost Empire trail to the
Big Ben Tree, a virgin redwood. These trails
follow old oxen roads used for logging the
area for fuel. Today fir, oak, and madrone
trees dominate the diverse riparian vegetation
along bubbling Fall Creek. Bring lunch and
water. Be prepared to climb up through the
canyon and over the west ridge for a 9-mile
hike. Meet at Sears 41st Ave. at 9:00 a.m. or at
the trailhead on Empire Grade Rd. just west
of the town of Felton at 9:35 a.m. Leader:
Diane Cornell, 423-5925.
Saturday, April 30
WALK: POINT LOBOS

4-mile walk, starting from Hwy. 1, out and
back to the Ichxenta point grind holes, then
past Whaler’s Cove, to the top of Whaler’s
Knoll and back via southern trails. Some wildflowers, wildlife. Bring water, snack and

U T I N G S

optional binoculars. Done about noon. Meet
at Albertson’s at 9:00 a.m. for a short carpool.
Leader: Martha Saylor, 372-9215.

MAY
Sunday, May 1
WALK: UCSC

Guided tour of UCSC campus areas proposed
for development in the new Long Range
Development Plan which calls for doubling
the size of the campus. Significant native
plant, insect, reptile, amphibian, bird and
mammal habitats would be affected, in addition to aquifers and streams. Meet at the
Arboretum parking lot before 9:30 a.m. to
carpool to Northern Natural Reserve Area.
Call 423-8567 for more information.
Tuesday, May 3
SENIOR HIKE: ROARING CAMP

We’ll walk around the railroad cars, go on
trails and climb to top of Bear Mountain for
lunch. Portable restroom available. Moderate
2.5 miles with SOME UPHILL. Meet before
9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. or Felton Faire at
9:50 a.m. To go direct, take Graham Hill Rd.
to Roaring Camp entrance. Park in large lot
by covered bridge. Bring lunch, water and $3
carpool. Leader: Pat Herzog, 458-9841.

A year-round resort with cozy log
cottages; a cafe serving hearty
gourmet cuisine and fine California
wines. A High Sierra hideaway
offering many choices...fishing,
courses in fly-tying, fly-rod building,
& fly-casting, hiking, cross-country
skiing, historic walks & hot springs.
Its backdrop...the grandeur of
Hope Valley, with its wide-open meadows,
towering rugged peaks, and clear,
rushing streams teeming with trout.
For innkeepers Patty and John
Bissenden, hospitality and first-class
service are trademarks.
Come and be pampered at Sorensen’s.
Call or write for a free brochure.

Friday, May 6
HIKE: EWOLDSEN TRAIL

Starting at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park,
we’ll hike a 5-mile loop up fern-lined McWay
Canyon, passing redwood groves to a viewpoint high above the ocean. The trail is steep
but we’ll take it at a leisurely pace.
Afterwards we’ll take a short stroll along the
scenic waterfall trail. Bring lunch and water,
and meet behind Brinton’s at 9:30 a.m. for
hour-long carpool. Leaders: Cath Farrant and
Mary Dainton, 372-7427, marydainton
@juno.com.
Saturday, May 7
HIKE: LOWER PEBBLE BEACH

Enjoy spectacular ocean views and Del Monte
Forest on this 9-mile hike starting near
Asilomar, then south along Spanish Bay Golf
Course to Bird Rock. Then east by two more
golf courses down through S.F.B. Morse
Reserve and out along 17 Mile Drive. Bring
water, lunch, and wear hiking shoes. Meet in
front of the Fishwife Restaurant on Sunset
Drive at Asilomar Ave. in Pacific Grove at
9:30 a.m. Leader: Stacy Smith, 625-5256.
Saturday, May 7
HIKE: MEDICINE BUDDHA-NISENE
MARKS STATE PARK

We’ll explore an unusual entrance to the west
side of Nisene. 10 miles with 1500' elevation

gain. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Santa Cruz
County Government Center to carpool. Call
Nick for more information. Leader: Nick
Wyckoff, 462-3101.
Sunday, May 8
HIKE: PAT SPRINGS

Hike through meadows of knee-high lupine.
This is a great year for wild flowers. We’ll
start at Botchers Gap and hike past Devil’s
Peak on our way to Pat Springs. 14 miles and
2000' elevation gain. Bring boots, lunch and
water. Meet at Albertson’s at 8:00 a.m.
Leader: Steve Legnard, 402-1422.
Tuesday, May 10
SENIOR SAUNTER: MONASTERY
BEACH/SOBRANES POINT

Also called Carmel River Beach. 2 to 3 miles.
Beautiful walk to Carmel River then to Point
Lobos for lunch. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at
Sears 41st Ave. or at Monastery Beach on
Hwy. 1 just beyond Carmel River at 10:30
a.m. Park on ocean side by day care center
and eucalyptus grove. Bring lunch, water and
$5 carpool. Leader: Grace Hansen, 476-7254.
Saturday, May 14
HIKE: SOBERANES CYN/ROCKY RIDGE

Moderately strenuous 6-mile loop through
the canyon and up to the ridge. Very steep
climb to gorgeous panoramic views. Bring
hat, water, and lunch. Meet at Albertson’s at
10:00 a.m. We’ll be back around 3:00 p.m.
Leader: Andrea Phelps, 884-9705.
Saturday, May 14
HIKE: MCCRARY BIG CREEK

This is a tentative announcement of a favorite
local trek. Esperanza and Nick will co-lead.
Monterey walkers should call Esperanza and
Santa Cruz people should call Nick. The offtrail ramble is very difficult and should only
be attempted by well-conditioned, experi-

The Bird Feeder
A Birder’s Emporium

Everything for the wild bird enthusiast
including bird feeders, houses, baths,
field guides, bird books, videos,
cassettes, t-shirts, posters,
binoculars, note cards
seeds, and more.

Hope Valley, CA 96120
1-800-423-9949
www.sorensensresort.com

8

The Sierra Club / Ventana Chapter Volume 44 Number 2, 2005

347 SOQUEL at OCEAN
Santa Cruz • 457-8240
Open Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 5:30
Sun. 11:00 - 4:00
Printed on Recycled Paper

O
enced hikers. 10+ miles with steep canyon
climbs, log crossings of creeks, etc. Meet at
9:30 a.m. at the Santa Cruz County
Government Center to carpool. Call leaders
for more information. Leaders: Nick
Wyckoff, 462-3101 and Esperanza
Hernandez, 678-1968.

U T I N G S

Saturday, May 21
HIKE: FALL CREEK STATE PARK

We’ll hike this beautiful redwood forest along
the Fall Creek Trail, then up the South Fork,
Cape Horn and Lost Empire Trails to the Big
Ben Tree at the top. We’ll pass the IXL Lime
Company’s still
intact 1870 to
Saturday - Sunday, May 14 - 15
1919 Lime Kilns,
Sierra Club encourages outings
HIKE OR BACKPACK: DAN150' high Blue
participants to walk, bicycle, and
ISH CREEK
Cliff Limestone
take the bus to outings meeting
Quarry
and
If we get enough interest, we’ll
Blasting Powder
places.
do this as an overnight backpack
Magazine. This 9leaving from Los Padres Dam. If
mile loop with
so, we’ll probably day hike up
1500' elevation
to Rattlesnake Camp and maybe
gain, returns via the Big Ben and Fall Creek
beyond. If not, we will go to Danish Creek as
Trails past the old water-powered Barrel Mill
an 8-mile, 1800' elevation gain day hike.
on Fall Creek. Much of the barrel making
Perhaps we will do both. Call for more informachinery is still there. Bring water, lunch
mation. Leader: Larry Parrish, 622-7455.
and $ for carpool. Meet at Santa Cruz County
Government Center before 9:00 a.m. or at
Tuesday, May 17
Felton Faire at 9:20 a.m. Heavy rain cancels.
SENIOR SAUNTER: UCSC ARBORETUM
Leader: Ed Gilbert, 685-8389.
Started in 1964 with a gift of 90 species of
eucalyptus trees, the Arboretum has more
Sunday, May 22
than 6,000 specimens of marvelous plants.
WALK: ASILOMAR/PEBBLE BEACH
Easy walk. For those who want a longer
4-mile walk along city streets in Pacific Grove
walk, we’ll head over to UCSC campus and
and Pebble Beach, then via a trail between
The Farm. Meet before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st
fairways to the beach and out to Point Joe and
Ave. To go direct, take Mission to Bay, go up
back, finishing at Asilomar via boardwalks.
Bay then left on High St. which becomes
Ocean views. Bring water and a snack, done
Empire Grade to Arboretum parking lot on
about noon. Meet across from the Fishwife
right. Bring lunch, water, $2 carpool. Leader:
Restaurant on Sunset Drive in Pacific Grove
Marilyn Selby, 479-3809.
at 9:00 a.m. Leader: Martha Saylor, 372-9215.

Getting to outings

XX

Saturday, May 21
BACKPACKING WORKSHOP

Repeat of a workshop from last year (published previously for April 1). If you would
like to learn about backpacking or want to
improve your backpacking skills, a new class
will be offered from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at
Garland Park with a later backpack trip determined by the group. Space limited. Make
reservations with Henry Leinen, 655-1948 or
hleinen@aol.com. Henry has taught this class
nationally. We are fortunate to have him
offering it for our chapter. Sign up now!

b

Sunday, May 22
HIKE: HETCH HETCHY

Ranger-led hike to Hetch Hetchy to learn
about its natural history and to view spectacular Teeulala and Wapama waterfalls.
Wildflowers should be abundant. See
Calendar listings for related event the day
before. Email Harold Wood for more information, harold.wood@sierraclub.org.

Sempervirens Falls to Slippery Rock to
Skyline to Sea Trail. Steep uphill at Slippery
Rock. Those wishing a shorter walk can turn
back at Sempervirens Falls. Meet before 9:30
a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. or at Felton Faire parking lot off Graham Hill Rd. at 9:50 a.m. Bring
lunch, water, $4 carpool and share of Park
entrance fee. Recommend hiking boots.
Leader: Pat Herzog, 458-9841.
Wednesday, May 25
HIKE: HENRY COWELL STATE PARK

This 1800-acre park of unusual diversity, venerable redwoods, lush stream canyons, pine
and oak forests, and high dry chaparral covered ridges, was a gift from the Cowell heirs.
We’ll hike down to the San Lorenzo River
and back up over the Ponderosa pine-forested
area near the campground. 8 miles. Bring
water and lunch. Meet at Sears 41st Ave. at
9:00 a.m. or at the parking lot for horse trailers on Graham Hill Rd. just north of Sims
Rd. at 9:30 a.m. Leader: Diane Cornell,
423-5925.
Saturday, May 28
HIKE: UPPER PEBBLE BEACH

8 miles through Del Monte Forest. We leave
from Carmel Beach traveling through
Pescadero Canyon, on to Huckleberry Point,
down through S.F.B. Morse Reserve and out
past Poppy Hills. Bring water, lunch, and
wear hiking shoes. Meet at Carmel Beach at
the west end of Ocean Ave. at 10:00 a.m.
Leader: Stacy Smith, 625-5256.
Saturday, May 28
HIKE: HENRY COE STATE PARK

This walk is in Santa Clara County and
involves a carpool over the hill. 11 miles on

steep horse trails (1600' up and down) and
multiple stream crossings. We’ll look for late
spring wildflowers and a swimming hole.
Bathing suits optional. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at
the Santa Cruz County Government Center
to carpool. Call Nick for additional information. Leader: Nick Wyckoff, 462-3101.

JUNE
Saturday, June 4
HIKE: BIG BASIN TO THE SEA

Starting from Park Headquarters we will hike
15 miles. A fast and steady pace must be kept
in order to catch the 4:00 p.m. bus back into
Santa Cruz. We will see the most majestic redwoods in the state with spectacular breathtaking waterfalls. Bring lots of water, lunch, and
$3 bus fare; wear hiking boots. Meet at the
Santa Cruz Government Center at 7:45 a.m.
Monterey people who want to carpool to
Santa Cruz call Leader: Esperanza
Hernandez, 678-1968.
Sunday, June 5
STROLL: LIMEKILN CREEK

A long drive takes us to a short but lovely
walk among the redwoods along Limekiln

Moving?
Please fill out and mail the change
of address form on page 15
The post office charges us 70 cents each if
they handle the address change. Please
help the Club by using the coupon on
page 15.
Thank you

Tuesday, May 24
SENIOR HIKE: BIG BASIN/SLIPPERY RK

5-mile moderate hike on Sequoia Trail to

Please Recycle This Paper Again
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and Hare Creeks, far below Cone Peak. Bring
water and lunch, and plan to share gas cost
and state park entry fee. Meet BEHIND the
Big Sur Land Trust Office (on Via Nona
Marie across from the Rio Road Post Office)
at 9:30 a.m. We’ll return mid to late afternoon. Leader: Mary Gale, 626-3565.
Tuesday, June 7
SENIOR HIKE: WATSONVILLE LEVEE

Level 4 miles in the sun along Corralitos
Creek past orchards and fields with view of
the Watsonville hills. No Facilities. Meet
before 9:30 a.m. at Sears 41st Ave. Bring
lunch, water, HAT, sunscreen, and $2 carpool. Leader: Beverly Meschi, 475-4185.

ATTENTION:
Potential
Advertisers!

U T I N G S

Generous donors remember
Sierra Club in their wills

R

ecently the Chapter was fortunate
enough to receive two charitable
donations which will be applied
to our conservation work.
The estate of Charles Graf left us
$10,000. Retired Air Force officer
Robert L. Neate left us his entire estate
of $14,340. Neither of these generous
men left family that we could thank.
We are publicly acknowledging their
generosity and sharing the news with
our members.
For information on how to direct a
gift to the local Chapter or Group, contact the Planned Giving Program, 85
Second Street, Second Floor, San
Francisco, CA 94105, planned.giving@
sierraclub.org, (415) 977-5639.

Come hike with us!

Sierra Club Member
Profile
Advertising in this newsletter packs
more clout into your advertising dollars. Sierra Club members are one of the
most valuable audiences in America.
They are “opinion leaders” and “influentials.” They are some of America’s
most sought-after advertising targets.
But, more important, they influence
others—in everything from opinion and
outlook to choice of products. They are
not only consumers, but also doers and
leaders. A whopping 65% say they are
willing to pay more for products that
are lighter on the earth.
Club Members are among the most
active, affluent audiences of adventure
travelers and year-round outdoor
sports enthusiasts your advertising dollars can buy. It’s an unduplicated audience with the power to buy your products and services.

Sierra Club Members are Great Prospects
Median Age: 45.9
Male/Female: 63% / 37%
Median Household Income: $82,000
Attended/Graduated College: 81%
Professional/Technical/Managerial: 36%

Outdoor Sports Enthusiasts

My Name ______________________________
Address ______________________________
City __________________________________
State __________________Zip ____________
email__________________________________
q Please do not share my contact information
with other organizations.
q Check enclosed, made payable to Sierra Club
Please charge my q Mastercard q Visa
Exp. Date_____/______
Cardholder Name ________________________
Card Number __________________________
INDIVIDUAL
q $25
q $39

JOINT
q $47

Backpacking/Hiking

4 times more active
than the average adult
Mountain Biking
5 times more active
Cross-Country Skiing 5 times more active
Whitewater Rafting
5.5 times more active
Source: 1996 survey and 2004 Sierra survey

Contributions, gifts and dues to the Sierra Club are
not tax deductible; they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues
include $7.50 for a subscription to Sierra magazine
and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter.

For Rate Information, Contact:
Debbie Bulger - 457-1036

Enclose check and mail to:
Sierra Club
P.0. Box 52968
Boulder, CO 80322-2968
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he Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST) based in Menlo Park has
purchased 183 acres of land on the
San Mateo Coast for $2.25 million as
part of POST’s “Saving the Endangered
Coast” campaign. The property will be
preserved as open space.
Rising between Lobitos and Tunitas
Creeks four miles southeast of Half
Moon Bay, the property climbs up
wooded valleys and grassy slopes, culminating in a long, narrow ridge with
ocean views. The sloping land features
scrub-covered knolls, lush meadows, redwood groves, eucalyptus stands, and a
winding, willow-lined creek. The property is adjacent to two other open space
parcels.
“If POST had not acquired it, two
sprawling trophy homes could have
been built on the flat areas along the
ridge top,” POST President Audrey Rust
said. “Any development would have
been highly visible from neighboring
ridgelines and would have impeded possible future hiking connections between
the Bay Area Ridge Trail and the
California Coastal Trail.”

Try an activist
outing this year

W

hat’s an activist outing? An
intriguing Club trip that takes
you to a special place that needs
protection. As a Sierra Club member,
you seek more than just travel: to blend
your wildlands enjoyment with advocacy for the magnificent place you are visiting. Activist trips make it easy and also
empower you to defend America’s wild
heritage against the sinister attacks of the
Bush Administration.
May 20-28
PROTECTING THE OWYHEE
CANYONLANDS OF NEVADA, OREGON,
AND IDAHO

Three States and One Treasure. These littleknown desert uplands and deep, sheer
canyons boast spectacular scenery, dramatic
geology, and immensely varied biology. Hike,
camp, travel by van, and explore this breathtaking, incomparable wide-open country.
Leader: Craig Deutsche. Price: $625. [05035A]
July 16-24
PROTECTING WILD NEVADA

Mountain streams, lush meadows, and 11,000foot snowy peaks in Nevada? Yes, you’ll
drive across this less-traveled state to its eastern edge to day hike in varied astounding wild
areas. The Schell Creek Range and Mt.
Moriah are just the start. Nevada has more
potential wilderness than any other state.
Leaders: Cal and Letty French. Price: $595
[05101A]
July 17-23
VISION FOR THE MAINE WOODS:
RESTORING VALUABLE WILDERNESS

Join today and
receive a FREE
Sierra Club
Weekender Bag!

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
INTRODUCTORY
REGULAR

Open space
preserved on
San Mateo
County Coast

F94Q W 1500- 1
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Maine activists are working to create wilderness areas in a once-primeval forest now largely privately-owned. Learn more about this
major long-range campaign as you canoe four
days on the idyllic west branch of the
Penobscot River and camp one night at Lily
Bay State Park to climb Mt. Kineo. Canoes
provided. Leaders: Joan and Barry Saxe. Price
$475. [05102A]
September 17-24
UTAH’S WILD WEST DESERT

Virtually unknown compared to redrock
country, western Utah offers compelling
mountain ranges and endless, sweeping landscapes. Car camping by van, explore on day
hikes and one overnight backpack. Enjoy scenic peak climbs in the majestic Deep Creek
and House Ranges, plus other wild ranges.
Leader: Vicky Hoover. Price $525. [05103A]
For more information, call Vicky
Hoover, (415) 977-5527 or email,
vicky.hoover@sierraclub.org. For a trip
brochure and application form, call the
Sierra Club Outing Department’s 24hour voicemail, (415) 977-5522 or visit
www.sierraclub.org/outings.
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Nature Conservancy acquires gateway to
Pinnacles National Monument

National Park Service photo

Purchase gives newly released California
condors more protected space

The new 1,967-acre addition to Pinnacles National Monument consists of rolling grasslands,
oak woodlands and California condor habitat.

T

he long-awaited addition to
Pinnacles National Monument is
assured with the purchase in
February of the 1,967-acre Pinnacles
Ranch by The Nature Conservancy for
$5.3 million. The Conservancy plans to
transfer the property within three years
to the Park Service for incorporation

into the 24,000-acre park.
The Pinnacles Ranch consists of
rolling grasslands, oak woodlands and
California condor habitat and serves as
the gateway to the monument.
Approximately 75% of visitors to the
park enter on the eastern side through
the Pinnacles Ranch property.

The Conservancy received a loan for
the acquisition from the David and
Lucille Packard Foundation. By purchasing the land, the Conservancy in effect
“bought time” for the National Park
Service, preventing possible development of the property while the agency
continues to seek full funding from the
Land Water Conservation Fund. With
help from Senator Dianne Feinstein,
Senator
Barbara
Boxer
and
Representative Sam Farr, the Pinnacles
National Monument recently received
an appropriation of almost half the funds
necessary to acquire the Ranch from the
Conservancy.
The new acquisition is part of a crucial wildlife corridor in the Gabilan
Mountains. It supports numerous animals, including golden eagles, peregrine
falcons, deer, bobcats, foxes and most
notably, newly-released California condors.
“It’s a great day for Pinnacles,” said

Park Superintendent Cicely Muldoon.
“The ranch is a treasure—it adds rare
habitats to those already preserved in the
park, and opens up new opportunities
for the public. And it is key to the continued success of the California condor
reintroduction effort.”
Since December 2003, 12 young condors have been released in the monument. Six more are scheduled for release
in 2005. Condors can be seen wheeling
high above Pinnacles Ranch, surfing
thermal updrafts that rise from the open
grasslands.
Along with extensive native grasslands and riparian habitat, the ranch contains approximately 700 acres of healthy
valley oak woodlands. The Monument
currently has only 40 acres of this
increasingly rare habitat type.

Clair Tappaan Lodge in danger of being sold
Board sets deadline for operations improvement
two years, the Club has invested
$250,000 in lodge improvements including remodeled bathrooms, better lighting, a better heating system, and new furniture.

Please Recycle This Paper Again

Wally Juchert

C

lair Tappaan, the rustic mountain
lodge owned by the Sierra Club at
Donner Summit, is in danger of
being sold unless its financial situation
improves. At its meeting last fall, the
Club’s Board of Directors set two goals
and a deadline of September 30, 2005 for
Clair Tappaan to achieve: (1) a breakeven operation and (2) that friends of the
lodge raise $100,000 to help offset this
year’s anticipated losses.
Many Ventana Chapter members
have fond memories of childhood campfires at Clair Tappaan, learning to ski
right out the back door of the lodge, or
spending a pleasant weekend with
friends there.
Since it was built by volunteers in the
1930s, Clair Tappaan Lodge has welcomed Club members and nonmembers
as a warm, affordable retreat in the
mountains. Its unconventional hospitality, friendly, hostel-like atmosphere, and
mix of activities for all ages take visitors
back to a time of popcorn, fireplaces,
sledding, hot chocolate, and the compan-

How to help
• Treat yourself to a trip to the
lodge. For details about upcoming events
and about staying at the Lodge, see the
ad on page 12, go to the CTL website:
ctl.sierraclub.org, or call or write: Clair
Tappaan Lodge, P.O. Box 36, Norden,
CA 95724, 800-679-6775.
• To work with the Clair Tappaan
Lodge Committee contact Kathy Wells,
kathy.wells@sierraclub.org or
(415) 479-7431.

Many Club members have fond memories of learning to ski at Clair Tappaan Lodge

ionship of fellow guests. The Club owns
the Lodge, 50 acres of forest, a secondary
Lodge (Hutchinson), a warming hut, and
a collection of ski huts in the area surrounding Donner Summit.

Over the last years, the Lodge has not
broken even, as occupancy has not been
sufficient to cover expenses. Recently,
however, the Club has hired a management firm to run the lodge. Over the last
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Roots
Remembering our
history
Articles from old
Ventana newsletters
from the issue of Sept. 15, 1968:

Redwood Park Bill Passes

A bill establishing a 58,000-acre
Redwood National Park was passed
329 to 1 by the House on Sept. 13.

Disney Plans will Urbanize
Mineral King Wilderness

from the issue of January 15, 1969:

Hickel Confirmation
Protested

Concerned citizens across the country have been writing their senators
and President-elect Nixon protesting
the appointment of Alaska governor
Walter Hickel as Secretary of the
Interior.
A self-made millionaire in oil, gas,
and construction in Alaska,
Hickel has already stated
that he will rescind Sec.
Udall’s withdrawal of
Federal land in Alaska
from oil exploitation pending Congressional action.
In addition, Hickel has
been quoted as disagreeing
with Sec. Udall over the necessity of
national standards for clean water. . . .

Elkhorn Slough threatened by
subdivisions

O

n March 1 the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors approved
yet another subdivision project
in the Elkhorn Slough watershed. The
vote was 3-2 with supervisors Potter and
Calcagno voting against the project citing water and traffic concerns.
The board had postponed making a
decision on this project earlier in the
year pending the outcome of a request
for reconsideration of the Sunridge
Views development which was effectively denied by the Coastal Commission in
December by a 5-5 vote. In February the
Coastal Commission denied the request
for reconsideration, upholding their previous denial of the Sunridge project.
The new project, Rancho Roberto,
proposes dividing 13.3 acres into 26 lots.
The Planning and Building Department
has recommended that six of the homes
be “affordable.”
Friends, Artists, and Neighbors of
Elkhorn Slough (FANS) submitted com-

ments to the EIR regarding lack of longterm sustainable water supply, inadequate runoff detention basins, and other
significant adverse biological impacts to
the Slough. Many neighbors of Rancho
Roberto in the Fruitland Avenue area
circulated a petition against approval
based on traffic issues.
The property is not irrigated at present, so no net increase in water supply
would result from conversion of agricultural land to housing. The aquifer serving the proposed project has been documented as suffering from severe overdraft by the County. Despite this documentation and the two-year moratorium
in 2000-02 on subdivisions in north
Monterey County due to water quality
and quantity, County Water Resource
General Manager Curtis Weeks stated
that there are over 900,000 acre feet of
water stored in the aquifer and “not to
worry.” If there is no water supply problem, many wondered why residents are
being assessed on their property taxes for
the Salinas Valley Water Project to alleviate overdraft and why a desalinization
plant is being considered for North
County.
Two additional subdivisions near
Elkhorn Slough are being studied including 180 new houses along the banks of
Elkhorn Slough, conversion of an existing golf course to a 27-hole PGA course,
and 103 new houses just uphill from the
Carneros Creek which feeds more than
70% of Elkhorn Slough’s fresh water.
To become involved in this issue contact Margie Kay, MARGIE17K@
aol.com.

David Rigler

On July 20 and 21 Matt Smith and
[Earl Moser] had the privilege of
attending a ‘hike-in’ at Mineral King. .
. . We learned that the 300-acre valley
and its enfolding mountain slopes
would be occupied by:
(1) a hotel complex with 1900
rooms;
(2) ten restaurants, one atop a peak;
(3) specialty shops, conference cen
ter, swimming pools, a golf course;
(4) 14 ski lifts (20 eventually);
(5) parking for 5000 cars.
Finally, the State Highway

Department would build a new road
across Sequoia National Park . . . .
It is not too late to stop this costly
attempt to change a naturally beautiful
area to one that is highly urbanized.
Letters to Congressmen, the Secretary
of Agriculture, state legislators and the
Governor are our means of expressing
our views as concerned citizens.

Sierra Club member Karen Kaplan of
Scotts Valley plants a tree at the grand
opening of Depot Park in Santa Cruz in
March.

www.ventanawild.org
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Make a difference
Join Sierra Club
California’s
Legislative Action
Network

http://cal-legalert.sierraclubaction.org

P.O. Box 506, Santa Cruz, CA 95061

831-423-3191
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Bike Week 2005

May 15-22

X

X X X

all events FREE
For more information and complete listings contact:
Santa Cruz: www.bike2work.com, kelley@bike2work.com, 423-9569 x 128.
Monterey: bikeweek@tamcmonterey.org, 775-0903.

Celebrate the clean air way to commute or run errands.

D e b b ie

B u lg e

r

Celia Scott loves
her new bike. Story
on p. 16.

Santa Cruz

Debbie Bulger

Sunday, May 15

Brenda Barcelo got a $300 rebate for purchasing this electric scooter.

Tuesday, May 17

Scooting to work
by Brenda Barcelo

F

or environmental and safety reasons I don’t drive. I’m a lecturer at
UCSC and biking is my preferred
mode of transportation. However, living
on the Westside of Santa Cruz and commuting to UC very often meant riding
my bike all the way down to the Metro
Center in order to catch a bus with space
on the racks for my bike. That took a
good hour between bike riding, waiting,
bus riding, and bicycling from the bus
stop to my office. Coming down the hill
home was a breeze, literally!
A few years ago, I bought an electric
bike, but the first time I tried to ride it to
work, I discovered it didn’t have the
power to go up that big hill. So I ended
up returning it. Last year, for our 10th
wedding anniversary, my husband surprised me with this electric scooter. It
cost us about $900, but in exchange for
taking a 2-hour safety workshop, we
received a $300 rebate, so it ended up
costing $600, a bargain considering its
extremely low maintenance cost.
The scooter is very quiet, stable, and
easy to ride. It can be ridden on most

Please Recycle This Paper Again

BICYCLE & SKATEBOARD AIR &
STUNT SHOWS
12-4pm @ Bicycle Trip (1127 Soquel
Avenue in Santa Cruz). A jam-packed
event: Professional air and stunt shows;
Kids’ Bicycle Safety Obstacle Course; free
BBQ and drinks; Prizes; Live Music by
Stone Groove; Radio Remote by Santa
Cruz X & free Valet Bike Parking!
www.bicycletrip.com.

bike paths, only requires a bike helmet,
and can be plugged in anywhere. I’ve
never gone far, but I know that you can
ride from downtown to Aptos and back
on one charge. Now going to work
means a very pleasant 15-minute ride.
For more information visit www.ego
vehicles.com.

Electric Bike Commuter
Incentive Program

This program, run by Ecology Action,
offers Santa Cruz County residents up to
$375 off an electric bike. To receive the
incentive, participants must complete a
two-hour bike safety training class.
Interested residents should call the program toll-free at (866) EZ-PEDAL (3973325) to reserve a place in the class. Over
1,000 Santa Cruz County area residents are
peddling and motoring, exhaust-free, along
the roads on electric bikes. This pollutionreducing program is funded by the Santa
Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commission. Visit www.ecoact.org and go
to “transportation.”

Commute Race
4:30pm @ Watsonville (race start). Cheer
on local celebrities and politicians as the
bicyclist takes on the motorist, electric
bicyclist, tandem bicyclist, unicyclist, and
others. Race finishes at Watsonville Plaza.

Wednesday, May 18

“Cycling in Tibet” Slideshow
6:30-7:30 p.m., hosted by local cyclist
Julie Mitravich @ Family Cycling Center
(914 41st Ave., Capitola.)

Thursday, May 19

Bike to Work/School
Workout on the way to work. FREE
breakfast at a variety of work and school
sites in Capitola, Santa Cruz, UCSC,
Aptos, Watsonville, Scotts Valley and
Felton. 6:30-9:30 a.m. Call for locations.

Sunday, May 22

Rail and Trail Day
10:00 a.m., Santa Cruz Train Depot Park,
history, wetland, and scenic tours by
bike, foot, & train. End-of-the day barbeque celebration.

Monterey
Tuesday, May 17
Bike vs. Car Challenge Ride
7:45 a.m. Alvin Shopping Center to Star
Center, Salinas.
Bike to City Council Meeting
3:30 p.m. Steinbeck Library, Salinas.
Contact James Serrano, 758-7195.

Thursday, May 19

Bike to Work/School
Workout on the way to work. FREE
breakfast at a variety of work and school
sites in Monterey, Salinas, Greenfield,
Moss Landing, Seaside, Carmel Valley,
Aromas, Marina. 7:00-9:00 a.m. Call for
locations.

Sunday, May 22

CASA Benefit Super Ride
26 miles from Monterey to Carmel
Valley. Registration $35. Contact
Siobhan Green, 455-6800, www.casa
monterey.org.
Bike Festival
Monterey Coastal Trail
Join us for a day of bike activities and
rides, music, refreshments, drawings and
games. (Park your car in Marina, Seaside,
or Monterey and bike on the Coastal
Trail to the festival.) Family rides from
10:00 to noon. See vintage and prototype
bikes. Children’s bike rodeo (navigate a
safety course).
For event information or to volunteer,
please call (831) 775-0903 or email
bikeweek@tamcmonterey.org.

For a complete schedule and more
information visit www.bike2work.com
or contact kelley@bike2work.com,
423-9569 x 128.
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NEWS CLIPS

Cath Farrant

Scientists agree

Happy hikers in the Pinnacles in February. L to R Nina Harrison, Monterey; Marjorie
Bullock, Monterey; Anneliese Suter, Carmel; Mary Dainton, Pacific Grove; Lora Lerna,
Santa Cruz; and Mary Worth, Pacific Grove.

Deadline to vote in National Sierra Club
election is April 25

Y

ou should have received your
Sierra Club National ballot in the
mail by now.
This year, 15 candidates are running
for the National Board of Directors.
This Board sets Club policy and budgets
at the national level and works closely
with the staff to run the Club. In addition to the Board candidates, there are
three ballot measures, two pertaining to
election rules and one on immigration.
The Santa Cruz Group Executive
Committee has voted to endorse the ballot measure which adopts a policy on

limiting immigration into the U.S. No
position was taken on the rest of the ballot. The Ventana Chapter Executive
Committee has not taken a position on
the ballot measures or candidates.
To learn more about the candidates
and issues, visit: www.sierraclub.org
/bod/2005election.
Votes must be cast by noon eastern
daylight time on April 25. To vote
online, follow the instructions in your
printed ballot.
If you haven’t already voted, please do
so today!

Attention
on t
D
Santa Cruz
t!
forge
members.
This issue of The Ventana contains a fund
appeal letter and return envelope. Please be
as generous as you can. Your donations make
conservation activisim possible.

Deborah A. Malkin
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Specializing in
Wills, Living Trusts, Tax-saving Trusts,
and other forms of Estate Planning.

Also offering assistance with Conservatorships and Probate.
Free initial consultation
Discount offered to Sierra Club members.
The Creekside Offices at 2425 Porter St., Suite 15 • Soquel, CA 95073 • 831-462-9100
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Listen up. Scientists agree that humancaused climate change really is happening. The so-called debate on this subject
is largely the product of a public relations campaign sponsored primarily by
the oil industry. Check out Science magazine for December 2004 if you still have
doubts. At a recent Club function, your
editor was shocked to hear some members thinking there was uncertainty
among scientists. Ain’t so.

States sue over mercury rule

On March 15 the EPA issued a rule
that allows power plants to continue to
spew dangerous mercury into the air.
This rule overturned a 2000 decision to
cut mercury emissions and allows three
times more mercury pollution than
would happen with enforcement of our
current laws! On March 29 nine states,
including California, filed lawsuits
against the EPA.

Natural ecosystems have
monetary value

Natural ecosystems have great economic value, concluded the newlyreleased
Millennium
Ecosystem
Assessment, developed by 1300
researchers and funded by the Global
Environment Facility, the U.N., the
Packard Foundation, the World Bank
and others. Key findings include that
humans are living in the red on our earth
bank account, that fisheries are at collapse and world fresh water use beyond
what can be sustained. Our profligate
ways threaten social goals such as the
elimination of hunger and poverty.
The study urges financial incentives to
protect the environment. “Ecosystems
and the services they provide are financially significant and . . . to degrade and
damage them is tantamount to economic
suicide,” said Klaus Toepfer, head of the
U.N. Environment Program.

Keep em clean

CLASSIFIEDS
Rates: $4.00 per line for Sierra Club members.
Payment must accompany all ads. Make checks
payable to: Sierra Club. Approximately 35 characters per line. Spaces and punctuation count
as characters. Typewritten or computer generated copy preferred.

EARTH WISE SINGLES. Where eco-passionate, politically active adults meet others
of like mind and heart. Join the community
that cares. FREE for limited time.
www.EWSingles.com.
COMPUTER FORMATTER for Ventana.
Are you familiar with Quark or Pagemaker?
A stickler for details? Email the editor, dfbulger@cruzio.com. Join our production team.
DISTRIBUTE THE VENTANA in Capitola.
You are dependable, personable and able to
pick up copies of The Ventana in downtown
Santa Cruz to deliver to Capitola businesses.
Call 457-1036 to volunteer.
VOLUNTEER NEEDED TO DELIVER
THE VENTANA to the Santa Cruz Natural
History Museum. 6x/year. This is the perfect
job for a member who is a museum docent or
volunteer. Pick up Ventanas either in downtown Santa Cruz or on the Westside. Call
457-1036.
BOOKSTORE MERCHANDISER. Sierra
Club Bookstore in Carmel is looking for a
creative, energetic person to revitalize its
operation. Volunteer position. Call Marilyn,
372-6860.
WORK AT SIERRA CLUB BOOTH at the
County Fair. We are looking for volunteers
to work in cooperation with other conservation groups at the Santa Cruz County Fair in
Watsonville, September 13-18. Day and
evening shifts available. Get the word out
about conservation issues in Santa Cruz
County. Call 426-4453.

A shoe and bicycle tire scrubber to
remove mud which harbors spores that
spread sudden oak death is being field
tested in the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area by researchers from
Dominican University of California in
cooperation with the National Park
Service. Sudden oak death has killed tens
of thousands of oak trees in coastal
California and southern Oregon since it
was discovered about a decade ago.

Oil drilling threat on
California coast

Ten environmental groups including
the Sierra Club filed suit in March
against the Bush administration over its
finding of “no significant impact” from
extending 37 oil leases on the California
Coast. The oil leases located off the
Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis
Obispo coasts were originally sold
between 1968 and 1984. Sea otters in particular are at risk from oil spills.

Christmas present

Two days before Christmas, the Bush
Administration announced a harmful
new forest policy. The new rules effectively remove 20 years of national forest
protections and, not surprisingly, conform closely to a timber industry wish
list. The rules undermine wildlife and
clean water protection and sharply limit
the opportunity for meaningful citizen
participation in forest planning. For
more information: visit www.sierra
club.org/forests.
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Buy One Breakfast Receive Second One
of Equal or Lesser Value FREE
GreekScramble
Scramble
••Greek
ThaiScramble
Scramble
•• Thai
TofuRancheros
Rancheros
••Tofu
Bombay
Breakfast
•• Pesto
Scramble
Pesto Scramble
••• New
& Improved Tofu Scramble
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•• Oatmeal
Oatmeal
•• Pancakes
Pancakesw/Pure
w/PureMaple
MapleSyrup
Syrup
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next to DMV, one block from 41st Ave.
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*with
good with
with other
other offers.
offers. $6.00 limit.
Up to $6.00 limit.
limit

Bulk & Packaged • Organic & Natural Foods
Outrageous Malt Sweetened Chocolate Treats!
Unique and Irresistible Snack and Trail Mixes!
Vivid Grains!
Distinctively Different and Delicious Pastas!
Delectable Cereals Made With Organic Grains, Nuts and Fruits!

Available at your favorite store!
Distributed By Falcon Trading Company

1055 17th Avenue • Santa Cruz, CA 95062 • (831) 462-1280 • FAX (831) 462-9431

Now featuring the Sierra Club
clothing collection
Stop in today

1130 Pacific Ave.
Santa Cruz
429-5758

MEETING SCHEDULE
Ventana Chapter (Monterey Co.)

Santa Cruz Regional Group

Information: 624-8032
Executive Committee:
Last Thursday of the month; Call for
meeting place & time.
Conservation Committee:
Alternate 3rd Saturdays, 2:00 p.m.
Beck’s house: 23765 Spectacular Bid,
Monterey. Take Hwy 68 to York Rd. to
Spectacular Bid.
May 21, at 2:00 p.m.

Information: 426-HIKE (426-4453)
Meeting place: Sierra Club Office
1001 Center St, Santa Cruz, Suite 11.
Executive Committee:
Wednesday, May 11, at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8, at 7:00 p.m.
Conservation Committee:
Wednesday, May 4, at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 1, at 7:00 p.m.
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Freedom from the automobile
A new kind of bike

A

new bike wasn’t really on the top
of my agenda, although I did
grumble about my old one from
time to time. The old one had done good
service ever since l989 when the lifesmothering oil spill in Alaska’s pristine
Prince William Sound galvanized me
into getting back on my bike and out of
my car. But then the Sierra magazine
arrived in February, with its article
“Transported! Two-wheel travel made
easy.” The “Breezer” commuter bike
described there sounded like a dream
that might make it even easier to ditch
the car more often.

I put the article aside until one
evening my old bike fell over on me,
knocked me flat on the sidewalk, with
only my helmet saving me from a serious head injury. I had to get a new helmet, so why not a new bike too? And so
the “Breezer” came into my life.
My husband and I were surprised that
we had to go over the hill to find a
“Breezer,” but we did it—just as the
Congress was voting to open up the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil
drilling. That was my answer to that act
of environmental vandalism.
And the “Breezer” really is a dream of

a bike! From the twist
gear shift on the handlebar, to the solid shock
absorbers which cushion
one from rough pavement, to its derailleur-free
design, to the front and
back lights generated by
front hub power, it is welldesigned and a pleasure to Buying a new commuter bicycle was Celia Scott’s answer
Congress’s vote to open the Arctic National Wildlife
ride. The technical fine to
Refuge to oil drilling.
points would be better
described by someone else. I just know
longer. For more information go to
that I can happily continue pursuing
www.breezerbikes.com.
freedom from the automobile a while
Debbie Bulger

by Celia Scott
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